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FLORIDA
WRITERS
\Y ASSOCIATION

WRITERS HELPING WRITERS

Welcome to Florida WritersCon 2026

I am honored to serve as Florida WritersCon 2026 Chair! We hope you
leave this weekend inspired, energized, and equipped with new ideas, tools,
and friends to continue your writing journey. The synergy of people gathering
who are passionate about the same thing is, dare I say, magical! Our keynote

speaker is a dynamic individual. As a spoken-word poet, Shawn Welcome will
explore the power and impact of words. You don’t want to miss his memorable
presentation. Who knows, we all may aspire to write a poem after hearing Shawn
speak. Curated sessions and multiple opportunities to connect with fellow authors
drive the weekend. Begin by testing your writing skills in hands-on workshops and end the weekend
by attending the interactive marketing “hot seat” session where qualified panelists address the
challenging questions writers often face. We hope you enjoy this conference to the fullest!

—Lynn Van Meter, Florida WritersCon 2026 Chair

This year, Florida Writers Association (FWA) is celebrating 25 years of
supporting Florida’s writing community with knowledge, opportunities, and
connections. One thing that has come up again and again this year is the
importance of community. It’s why FWA was created over 2 decades ago and
it’s the reason why many writers and other writing organizations join us. And
it’s why so many writers travel to Orlando every year for Florida WritersCon.
There is something magical and nourishing about being in the same physical
space with people who understand your passion, your journey, your frustrations, and
your triumphs. Thank you for being here and thank you for being part of Florida’s literary
community. You're shaping the future of writing and our community.

—Ginnye Cubel, Executive Director

We're so glad you're here at Florida WritersCon 2026! Wherever you are in
your writing journey you'll find value in the workshops and Writers Connect,
Shawn Welcome’s Keynote, and the Book Marketing Hot Seat. All weekend
you'll be mingling with authors, editors, publishing professionals, and
industry experts who understand the creative and business sides of writing.
Reach out and make friends. The conference would not be possible without
creative leadership and guidance by Ginnye Cubel, and the hundreds of volunteer
hours spent by Lynn Van Meter, Donna Brown, Michael Farrell, Arielle Haughee, Paul
Tasevoli, Minda Stephens, and the dedicated members of the conference committee. Thank you for
devoting your time and talents to making this event a success.

—Mary Ann de Stefano, President
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Don’t Miss These 5 Things at WritersCon!
ACCORDING TO OUVR EXECVTIVE DIRECTOR

Writers Connect kicks off WritersCon this year!
What started out as an experiment last year (can

we make networking fun and authentic?) turned
into one of the most talked about events! Come
meet your next writing friend.

One thing | love about WritersCon is that you don't QS'ON
just sit in the back of a ballroom all weekend. You V,‘ ‘lf
get to roll up your sleeves and try new things! &g o.p
Don't miss the Friday Hands-On Workshops. I'm ﬁ
particularly looking forward to Shawn Welcome's T
5
)

poetry session and David James Poissant's flash
fiction sessicn.

Friday and Saturday evening includes mixers! This
year we have 2 complimentary drinks on Friday
and a complimentary champagne pour on

Saturday. The mixers are one of my favorite events
because you get a chance to hang out and talk
with other cool writers. Oh, and drink wine!

This isn't just a keynote address..it's a multimedia ‘.QYNOTG
experience that includes spoken word, a film '70
screening, and Q&A. This is something new for us % )
(our standard keynote format is an address and / o)
Q&A). and I'm excited to be part of an g
unforgettable literary experience! ]

What would a panel of publishing and marketing
professionals say about your marketing? This new
interactive Sunday experience is a must-see! Even
if you don't submit a question, you can learn

invaluable tips from professionals and your peers.
P.s.. I'm moderating this panel!

“WritersCon is my favorite time of
the year and I'm excited to spend it
with you and our amazing

community of writers.” !
-Ginnye Cubel, Executive Director i i /
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Join us Saturday evening for storytelling, connection, and belonging. This keynote event is a mixed
media experience consisting of spoken word performance, a documentary screening and Q&A.

Date: Time: Location:
Saturday October 24, 2026 7:30-9:00 PM Crystal Ballroom CDE

Florida WritersCon 2026 ¢ 3




PUBLISH
WITHOUT COMPROMISE

Professional publishing. Personal support. Complete ownership.

@ C)

Real People. Global

100% Rights.
Real Support. Distribution.

100% Royalties.
A dedicated Author Your book available You retain 100% of
Manager and a full

worldwide for life. your rights, royalties,
team by your side. and creative control.

Independent Publishing. Premium Standards.

v Transparent Pricing -~ Author Bill of Rights + 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

PUBLISHED /

Schedule Your Free Publishing

Consultation
‘ tek
Where AuthorsrAreii:Va'min“‘ gaich SRt = o0l
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WHEREVER YOU ARE.

WHATEVER YOU WRITE.

FLORIDA'S ONLY LOW-RES MFA

IN CREATIVE WRITING. OFFERING
TRACKS IN PROSE AND POETRY
IN THE EXPANDED FIELD.

Scholarships available. Apply by April 1 for June residency.

ACCLAIMED FACULTY GUEST WRITERS & ARTISTS:

Shastri Akella Kenzie Allen Lydi Conklin
Derrick Austin Rebekah Bergman  Mita Mahato
Sarah LaBrie Amaranth Borsuk Jeff Parker
Sarah Wang Gabrielle Civil
Terri Witek Shane Hinton

2Ehlsl{i-éﬂ.:{-é’\gﬁlhgg3;iilgk mfa@stetson.edu | 800.688.0101 | 386.822.7100

Calling All Authors!

Are you seeking a publishing home for your book baby?
Submit your manuscript to Warren Publishing today
to see if your book is a fit for our unigue hybrid

REACH publishing process.
Combining facets of self-publishi d traditional
[NERS RN VAN R (@] \VPAN B iching. hybrc pubishing provics authors it
i hil intaining th li
READERS o pofessional of ‘i v puishers.

Fast + Affordable Submissions open year-round!
Book Translations for Indie Authors - Sl > sl
- Memoir - Children’s books
- Self-help - And morel!

- Business bhooks

Don’t see your genre listed?

Save 30% Shoot us an email and let’s schedule a chat.
Code: FWC2630 - info@warrenpublishing.net

) i Warren 704.900.0236 -
ScrlbeShadow.qpm' G EEpub?fshinge» warrenpublishing.net
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Ron Autrey

Infusing life and history
into the written word

RON'S WORLD

All the Times I Died

‘FINALIST :l

B LOVE Al‘lh

Z AUTHOR OF &
THE YEAR

\ “o, vaoy
S~ —

Available at =
RonAutrey.com e T RON

AUTREY
and Amazon.com
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riday, October 23, 2026

Time Track Event Location
11:00 AM-5:00 PM Check-in: Pick Up Your Badge Board Room Foyer
Noon-5:00 PM Vendor / Exhibitor Hall Open. Come meet the Florida WritersCon 2026 Pre-function Area
sponsors and learn how they help writers reach their goals!
12:30-2:30 PM Ginnye L. Cubel: Writers Connect (Thoughtful Networking). A unique Crystal CDE
networking experience designed to foster authentic connections among
conference attendees. Instead of the typical “mingle and trade business
cards,” participants engage in guided activities that spark meaningful
conversations and collaboration.
2:30-3:00 PM Networking Break
3:00-5:00 PM Hands-On Craft Workshops
CRFT Kerry Kriseman: How to Discover the Memoir Within Your Memories Crystal A/B
CRFT David James Poissant: Flash Fiction: The Art of Writing Short Crystal C
CRFT Dr. Jenifer Paquette: Worldbuilding 101 Crystal D
CRFT Shawn Welcome: Concrete Imagery and the Moonlight Crystal E
CRFT | Arielle Haughee: Perfecting the Picture Book Manuscript Capital Ballroom
5:00-5:30 PM Networking Break
5:30-7:30 PM Mixer and Buffet Dinner (Two free drink tickets per person) Royal Palm Ballroom

Your badge is required for admission to all sessions, mixers, and meals. Schedules and room assignments are subject to change

without notice. For detailed session descriptions go to: floridawriters.org/faculty-sessions

Your readers are out there.

Tools built for

authors who want to

grow their

newsletter and own 1

their audience.

trying to build an email list... | use

"BookFunnel solves one of the '
biggest pain points for writers b

BookFunnel every day and it's

quickly become an important part —
of my email list building process." T d
SO

e (=

bookfunnel

Multimedia
delivery

Newsletter
promos

Learn more:

Send secure

ARCs
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Saturday, October 24, 2026

Time Track Event Location
7:30-11:30 AM Check-in: Pick Up Your Badge Board Room Foyer
7:30-9:00 AM Breakfast Crystal CDE
9:00 AM-5:00 PM Vendor / Exhibitor Hall Open. Come meet the Florida WritersCon 2026 Pre-function Area
sponsors and learn how they help writers reach their goals!
9:00-9:30 AM Networking Break
9:30-10:30 AM Sessions
PUB Ginny Myers Sain: A Peek Behind the Pages: The Truth About How Crystal A/B
Traditional Publishing Works (and Doesn't!)
CRFT Kerry Kriseman: Writing Masterful Memoir Scenes Crystal C
MKT Valerie Willis: Build a Better Book Blurb: A Hands-On Workshop Crystal D
MKT Heidi McIntyre: Finding Your Tribe: Turning Readers into Superfans Crystal E
LEG Ava Doppelt: Stay Out of Legal Trouble Capital Ballroom
10:30-10:45 AM Networking Break
10:45-11:45 AM Sessions
CRFT Ginny Myers Sain: The Soul of a Place: Making Setting a Character Crystal A/B
PUB Arielle Haughee: Your Publishing Timeline: Get the Book Made Crystal C
Al Noel Zamot: Al, Authorship, and Ethics: A Practical Workshop for Writers | Crystal D
MKT Olivia Zugay: Stalk Smarter: Researching Comparable Authors to Create | Crystal E
Better Content
LEG Ava Doppelt: Protect Your Rights Capital Ballroom
11:45AM-12:15PM Networking Break

Your badge is required for admission to all sessions, mixers, and meals. Schedules and room assignments are subject to change

without notice. For detailed session descriptions go to: floridawriters.org/faculty-sessions

“We communicate to connect, to know community.
Even though writing is a solitary act, when | sit with
words that | trust will be read by someone, | know

8 ¢ Florida WritersCon 2026

that | can never be truly alone.”

bell hooks
Remembered Rapture: The Writer at Work




Saturday, October 24, 2026

Time Track Event Location
12:15 PM-1:30 PM Buffet Lunch Crystal CDE
Join us for lunch and a celebration of the amazing writers who make up
our community! Hosted by Ginnye Cubel, FWA Executive Director & Lynn
Van Meter, Conference Chair.
1:30-2:00 PM Networking Break
1:30-5:00 PM Check-in: Pick Up Your Badge
2:00-3:00 PM Sessions
PUB Jose Iriarte & Elle E. Ire: Traditional Publishing Options-How to Choose | Crystal A/B
CRFT Jen Paquette: Point of View Pitfalls (and How to Avoid Them) Crystal C
CRFT Shutta Crum: Voice: Rarely Analyzed, But Critically Important Crystal D
MKT Valerie Willis: Book Covers Readers Click, Share, and Display Crystal E
MKT Olivia Zugay: Don't Launch to Crickets: Your First Two Years as an Author | Capital Ballroom
Roadmap
3:00-3:15PM Networking Break
3:15-4:15PM Sessions
CRFT | Jose Iriarte & Elle E. Ire: The Rules of Writing and When to Break Them Crystal A/B
MKT Heidi McIntyre: How to Use Paid Ads to Your Advantage as an Author Crystal C
Al Noel Zamot: Myths and Questions: An Open Workshop for the Al-Curious | Crystal D
Writer
PUB Shutta Crum: One Stop Shop for Finding Publishers: Duotrope Crystal E
BUS Valerie Willis: Direct Sales for Authors in 2026 Capital Ballroom
4:15-5:30 PM Networking Break
5:30-6:30 PM Mixer, Complimentary Champagne Pour & Cash Bar Capital Ballroom
6:30-7:30 PM Plated Dinner & Cash Bar Crystal CDE
7:30-9:00 PM Shawn Welcome: Keynote Address Crystal CDE
Enjoy an evening of storytelling, connection, and belonging! This
keynote event is a mixed media experience consisting of spoken word
performances, film, and dialogue.
9:00-10:00 PM Shawn Welcome: Merchandise Table Crystal Foyer

Your badge is required for admission to all sessions, mixers, and meals. Schedules and room assignments are subject to change
without notice. For detailed session descriptions go to: floridawriters.org/faculty-sessions

Florida WritersCon 2026 ¢ 9




y, October 25, 2026

Time Track Event Location
7:30-9:00 AM Breakfast Crystal CDE
9:00-9:15 AM Networking Break

9:15-11:30 AM Book Marketing Hot Seat Crystal CDE

What would a panel of publishers, marketers, and a successful author
say about your marketing materials? Join us to see if your submission
was selected for a live review! If time allows, panelists will also review
materials or take questions from the audience.

11:30 AM-12:00 PM Farewell Address Crystal CDE

Your badge is required for admission to all sessions, mixers, and meals. Schedules and room assignments are subject to change
without notice. For detailed session descriptions go to: floridawriters.org/faculty-sessions

A collection of very short stories
by FWA Lifetime member Eric C

Ross:The Foe, Incomplete ]:I(-;HT Sr{n{l tf’l
Floatérs, Thinr%ing the Herd,A!I, EIGHT UN “CTED TURNS.

and Welcome to Dysmetropsia.

- The story “Incomplete” won Gold
in Flash Fiction and “Best Short
Prose of the Year" at the 2025
Royal Palm Literary Awards.

4
#—,,-

Mystery ® Suspense ® Humor
.-."\'.i.'.-'f.rl‘a'."-fl S I'i'!!'.f-l"['" 1*.'.'i.'i1'f it seems.
&
|

EVERY EVERY
LIVING LIVING
. THING THING

" # If you like Sci-fi, fantasy, horror,
¢ a good twist, or flipping tropes
on their head, this is worth

reading!

www.ericcrossauthor.com
Instagram, X, TikTok,
Goodreads: @ericcrossauthor

10 e Florida WritersCon 2026



Meet Our Faculty Members

Shutta Crum
Author, Librarian, and Speaker

Shutta Crum is the widely-published author of many poems, three
novels, fifteen picture books, and three poetry chapbooks for
adults. All traditionally published. Her books have made state
award lists and have been reviewed in the New York Times.
Website: shutta.com

Ava K. Doppelt
Intellectual Property Lawyer
Ava K. Doppelt, a Florida Bar certified lawyer, has almost 50 years
of experience litigating and advising on intellectual property
matters. She is a shareholder in the Orlando firm Allen, Dyer,
Doppelt & Gilchrist, P.A., where she represents writers, publishers,
and an array of content providers and users. Website:

Arielle Haughee
Publisher, Editor, and Writing Coach

Arielle Haughee (Hoy) is a seven-time RPLA-winning author and
owner of Orange Blossom Publishing. She works as an editor,

speaker, and writing coach, and currently serves on the Board of
Directors for the Florida Writers Association. She also serves as
secretary on the board of the Kerouac Project of Orlando.

Elle E. Ire and José Iriarte
Authors and Speakers
Power author couple Elle Ire and Jose Iriarte have worked with
multiple agents, multiple publishers, and have traditionally
published short fiction, novelettes, middle grade fiction, and adult
novel-length work. They have spoken at conferences across the
country on craft and networking for writers of all levels. Visit:
facebook.com/ElleE. IreAuthor

Florida WritersCon 2026 ¢ 11



Kerry Kriseman
Memoir Book Coach and Author

Kerry Kriseman is a St. Petersburg, Florida, native. She is the author
of Accidental First Lady: On the Front Lines (and Behind the Scenes)
of Local Politics, her memoir that provides a look into the life of a 22-

year political spouse. Kerry teaches memoir writing through her
course, Make Memoir Magic. Website: kerrykriseman.com

Heidi Mcintyre
Marketing Professional and Marketing Coach
Heidi Mclntyre is a novelist, Book Marketing Coach and former
food marketing professional with over 25 years of experience
developing national campaigns. She helps authors stand out in
today’s crowded marketplace by blending strategic marketing with
storytelling to attract the right readers, maximize sales and foster
long-term engagement. Website: heidimcintyre.com/coach

Dr. Jenifer Paquette
Professor and Author

Dr. Jenifer Paquette teaches English in higher education and loves
exploring the history of the English language and the intricacies of
grammatical rules. When she isn't grading essays or editing

manuscripts, she writes fantasy and paranormal romance novels as
JM Paquette. Website: authorjmpaquette.com

David James Poissant
Award-Winning Author and The Florida Review Editor

David James Poissant is the author of the novel Lake Life, a New
York Times Editors” Choice selection, and The Heaven of
Animals: Stories, a finalist for the L.A. Times Book Prize, both
from Simon & Schuster and in print in nine languages. He is editor
of The Florida Review. Website: davidjamespoissant.com

Meet Our Faculty Members

12 e Florida WritersCon 2026



Meet Our Faculty Members

Ginny Myers Sain
NYT Bestselling Author and Speaker
Ginny Myers Sain is the New York Times bestselling author of Dark
and Shallow Lies (2021)Secrets So Deep (2022), One Last Breath
(2024), When the Bones Sing (2025), and These Twistet Hears
(coming 2027) all from Penguin Random House/Penguin Teen. Her

books are available in 13 countries. Website: ginnymyerssain.com

Valerie Willis
Publisher, Author, and Speaker

Valerie Willis is an award-winning author, speaker, and publishing
professional who writes as Valerie Willis, V.C. Willis, and Honey
Cummings. She is co-founder of 4 Horsemen Publications and
teaches on writing, publishing, formatting, direct sales, and author
business. Website: willisauthor.com

Noel Zamot
Al Expert and Award-Winning Author

Noel Zamot is the award-winning author known for Anamnesis,
The Archer’s Thread and The Feather’s Push. With a rich
background in artificial intelligence, economic development, and
national security, Noel weaves extensive experiences from the

military, intelligence, diplomacy, and technology into his writing.
He lives in Florida with his wife, Diane. Website: noelzamot.com

Olivia Zugay
Marketing Professional and Sales Strategist
Olivia Zugay is a marketing and sales strategist for self-published

fiction authors. As the founder of Story Flow Solutions, she helps
authors market and sell their books with clarity, confidence, and a
sustainable strategy so they can grow their readership, increase
sales, and build thriving, full-time author careers. Website:

storyflowsolutions.com

Florida WritersCon 2026 ¢ 13
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Dashing Editing

Add that dash of class Q)

AUTHOR SERVICES

to your writing with
dashingediting.com

Copy And Line Editing Services
For Fiction & Poetry At Reasonable Rates

E-mail: oreil 956@hotmail.com

Mention this ad for an FWA member discount

Middle

WITH ONE THQUSAND Grade
* Mystery

’

. - 4 I’m Vicki M Taylor, founding member

LYNN VAN METER = of FWA and your new favorite indie

author. Visit my website at
vickimtaylor.com

14 o Florida WritersCon 2026



Book Doctor
Bobbie Christmas

Prompt.
Professional.

Proficient.

communications

ZebraEditor.com | 404-433-7507

Excellent Editing for
Maximum Marketability

FWA members get a 10% rebate.

Immerse Yourself in
The Works of Award-Winning

Author, Charlene L. Edge

How Do Writers Write & Keep Writing? FROM THE

FROM THE PORCH TO
THE PAGE
A Guidebook for the Writing Life

Speaking friend to friend, Edge shares reali-
zations and moments of beauty in essays on
the writing life and craft, along with illustrative
poems and stories.

Why Do People Join Cults?
UNDERTOW

My Escape from the Fundamentalism and
Cult Control of The Way International
Edge writes, “l only wanted to know, love,
and serve God and understand the Bible.
What harm could that possibly bring?”
Find out in Undertow.

Charlene L. Edge’s books are available at major booksellers and

indi isit: . i NEW WINGS
indie bookstores. Visit: https://go.authorsguild.org/members/ 1424 PRESS,LLC

“A measured and engaging tale of how calamitous
a grudge can be. Our verdict: Get it.”
- Kirkus Reviews

First edition hardcover now available on Amazon.

Ebook version available on Amazon, Bookshop.org,
Barnes & Noble, Apple Books, Kobo and OverDrive.

OOKSY
WENT THROUGH
HELE T@ FINY

IT5 READERS

FWA AUTHORS:
CREATING AND
MARKETING YOUR
il BOOK CAN BE HELLI
DON'T GO IT ALONE!

. ROBERTUERRICHK
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LINDA HOBBY

OLD ENOUGH
TO KNOW BETTER

Lindahobby.com

INDA HOBBY
ist=Sculptures

OLD ENOUGH TO
KNOW BETTER

t presented by Orlando artist
inda Hobby, Mills Gallery
Founder Boris Garbe, and Rhys Lynn,
Owner/Publisher of Lake Nona Studios,
where through humor, honesty, storytelling,
and audience interaction, we explore
aging and reinvention!

Scan here to follow

Linda’s Facebook Page,
you'll feel right at home.

RELEASING IN DECEMBER 2026

William Opperman
billookeepthevoice.com
KeeptheVoice.com

16 ¢ Florida WritersCon 2026
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Keep the Voice

Constructive Copyediting
and Publishing




DISCOVER YOUR
WRITING COMMUNI

How to meet other writers year-round.

Writers Group Directory
Explore our Writers Groups Directory to
find peer-led writing groups where you

can connect with fellow writers, share

your work, exchange feedback, and build

relationships.
floridawriters.org/writers-group-directory

Book Fairs List

Browse book fairs and related events

where you can showcase your work,

meet readers, connect with other

authors, and build your presence in

the literary community.
floridawriters.org/florida-book-fairs

Writing Community Directory

Writing takes a village! Discover
other organizations and resources
that support writers and their
creative endeavors.

floridawriters.org/writing-community-directory

Explore the directories and find your next F\X/ A {:)IV_I(R?II'T'I I?FJQAS
great connection. v/ ASSOCIATION
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Your Post WritersCon Plan

1. What's one idea you want to put into practice?
2. Who do you want to follow up with?
3. What is your next writing milestone?

4. What surprised you most about this weekend?

18 e Florida WritersCon 2026




5. What was your favorite workshop or session? Why?

6. What resource, tool, or technique did you discover
that you want to use?

7. What was your favorite part of this weekend? How can
you do more of that year-round?

8. What is one concrete thing you can do in the next 7
days?

Florida WritersCon 2026 ¢ 19



FLORIDA

WRITERS
ASSOCIATION

FLORIDA ™~
WRITERSGON

2 0 21 //

W%/fé AP
October 22-24, 2027 %éﬂ‘/é
Hilton Orlando/Altamonte Springs & .

FW \ Thank you to our Lifetime Members for

your extraordinary commitment to
Writers Helping Writers!

FLORIDA WRITERS

LIFETIME MEMBER _ _ ,
Your investment helps sustain Florida

Writers Association today and supports
a stronger future for Florida's writing
community.

Learn more: FLORIDA
. . . . WRITERS
floridawriters.org/join-benefits _Y ASSOCIATION
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THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS!

Academic Sponsor Gold Sponsor

STETSON

UNIVERSITY

MFA IN CREATIVE
WRITING

Silver Sponsor

A=
L5 bookfunnel

Supporters

Bill Opperman Linda Reid
Blossom Author Services Lynn Van Meter
Bobbie Christmas Paul lasevoli
Charlene Edge Robert Herrick
Dave Andrae Ron Autrey
David-Michael Harding ScribeShadow
Eric Ross Vicki Taylor

Linda Hobby Warren Publishing

Meet our sponsors: floridawriters.org/sponsors




Donnie Chariot is the most gifted thoroughbred horse racing handicapper in
the country.

But when early onset Alzheimer’s causes his unique gift to fail him,
mobsters from New York to Vegas aren’t happy.

His mind failing, those he loves getting wise, and wiseguys wiser still,

it's a race to save his family before the momentum of the past destroys
their future.

Audiobook narrated by

L the youngest winner of
A The Triple Crown -
i E g STEVE CAUTHEN

) who rode Affirmed to the
winner's circle in 1978

TOEVETNT

Ny .

b B o
- | -'". g %
g (R

Vo'l

kU

Breakage reads like an instant
classic, delivering the crackling
mobster bravado of Goodfellas
with the emotional heft of

| itz WINNER A Beautiful Mind.

DAVl'ﬁfﬂifEﬁEEL HARDING S s

SPIRAL % SIX

ENTERTAINMENT

DNIGHFE TTVHEV-CAFET

L

Grab the reins and go wire-to-wire with PEN International winning author
David-Michael Harding as Breakage thunders down the backstretch in a heart-pounding thriller!

DaviDMIicHAELHARDING.cOM







