




Welcome to Florida WritersCon 2026

I am honored to serve as Florida WritersCon 2026 Chair! We hope you 
leave this weekend inspired, energized, and equipped with new ideas, tools, 
and friends to continue your writing journey. The synergy of people gathering 
who are passionate about the same thing is, dare I say, magical! Our keynote 
speaker is a dynamic individual. As a spoken-word poet, Shawn Welcome will 

explore the power and impact of words. You don’t want to miss his memorable 
presentation. Who knows, we all may aspire to write a poem after hearing Shawn 

speak. Curated sessions and multiple opportunities to connect with fellow authors 
drive the weekend. Begin by testing your writing skills in hands-on workshops and end the weekend 
by attending the interactive marketing “hot seat” session where qualified panelists address the 
challenging questions writers often face. We hope you enjoy this conference to the fullest!

—Lynn Van Meter, Florida WritersCon 2026 Chair

This year, Florida Writers Association (FWA) is celebrating 25 years of 
supporting Florida’s writing community with knowledge, opportunities, and 
connections. One thing that has come up again and again this year is the 
importance of community. It’s why FWA was created over 2 decades ago and 
it’s the reason why many writers and other writing organizations join us. And 

it’s why so many writers travel to Orlando every year for Florida WritersCon. 
There is something magical and nourishing about being in the same physical 

space with people who understand your passion, your journey, your frustrations, and 
your triumphs. Thank you for being here and thank you for being part of Florida’s literary 

community. You’re shaping the future of writing and our community. 

—Ginnye Cubel, Executive Director

We’re so glad you’re here at Florida WritersCon 2026! Wherever you are in 
your writing journey you’ll find value in the workshops and Writers Connect, 
Shawn Welcome’s Keynote, and the Book Marketing Hot Seat. All weekend 
you’ll be mingling with authors, editors, publishing professionals, and 

industry experts who understand the creative and business sides of writing. 
Reach out and make friends. The conference would not be possible without 

creative leadership and guidance by Ginnye Cubel, and the hundreds of volunteer 
hours spent by Lynn Van Meter, Donna Brown, Michael Farrell, Arielle Haughee, Paul 

Iasevoli, Minda Stephens, and the dedicated members of the conference committee. Thank you for 
devoting your time and talents to making this event a success.

—Mary Ann de Stefano, President
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Calling All Authors! 
Are you seeking a publishing home for your book baby? 
Submit your manuscript to Warren Publishing today 
to see if your book is a fit for our unique hybrid 
publishing process.

Combining facets of self-publishing and traditional 
publishing, hybrid publishing provides authors with 
creative autonomy while maintaining the quality 
and professionalism of “big five” publishers. 

Submissions open year-round! 
• Fiction
• Memoir
• Self-help
• Business books

• Historical
• Children’s books
• And more!

704.900.0236
warrenpublishing.net

Don’t see your genre listed? 
Shoot us an email and let’s schedule a chat. 
info@warrenpublishing.net
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Friday, October 23, 2026
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Time Track Event Location

11:00 AM–5:00 PM Check–in: Pick Up Your Badge Board Room Foyer
Noon–5:00 PM Vendor / Exhibitor Hall Open. Come meet the Florida WritersCon 2026 

sponsors and learn how they help writers reach their goals!
Pre–function Area

12:30–2:30 PM Ginnye L. Cubel: Writers Connect (Thoughtful Networking). A unique 
networking experience designed to foster authentic connections among 
conference attendees. Instead of the typical “mingle and trade business 
cards,” participants engage in guided activities that spark meaningful 
conversations and collaboration.

Crystal CDE

2:30–3:00 PM Networking Break
3:00–5:00 PM Hands–On Craft Workshops

CRFT Kerry Kriseman: How to Discover the Memoir Within Your Memories Crystal A/B
CRFT David James Poissant: Flash Fiction: The Art of Writing Short Crystal C
CRFT Dr. Jenifer Paquette: Worldbuilding 101 Crystal D
CRFT Shawn Welcome: Concrete Imagery and the Moonlight Crystal E

CRFT Arielle Haughee: Perfecting the Picture Book Manuscript Capital Ballroom
5:00–5:30 PM Networking Break
5:30–7:30 PM Mixer and Buffet Dinner (Two free drink tickets per person) Royal Palm Ballroom

Your badge is required for admission to all sessions, mixers, and meals. Schedules and room assignments are subject to change 
without notice. For detailed session descriptions go to: floridawriters.org/faculty-sessions
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Saturday, October 24, 2026

Time Track Event Location

7:30–11:30 AM Check–in: Pick Up Your Badge Board Room Foyer
7:30–9:00 AM Breakfast Crystal CDE

9:00 AM–5:00 PM Vendor / Exhibitor Hall Open. Come meet the Florida WritersCon 2026 
sponsors and learn how they help writers reach their goals!

Pre–function Area

9:00–9:30 AM Networking Break
9:30–10:30 AM Sessions

PUB Ginny Myers Sain: A Peek Behind the Pages: The Truth About How 
Traditional Publishing Works (and Doesn't!)

Crystal A/B

CRFT Kerry Kriseman: Writing Masterful Memoir Scenes Crystal C
MKT Valerie Willis: Build a Better Book Blurb: A Hands–On Workshop Crystal D
MKT Heidi McIntyre: Finding Your Tribe: Turning Readers into Superfans Crystal E

LEG Ava Doppelt: Stay Out of Legal Trouble Capital Ballroom

10:30–10:45 AM Networking Break

10:45–11:45 AM Sessions

CRFT Ginny Myers Sain: The Soul of a Place: Making Setting a Character Crystal A/B

PUB Arielle Haughee: Your Publishing Timeline: Get the Book Made Crystal C

AI Noel Zamot: AI, Authorship, and Ethics: A Practical Workshop for Writers Crystal D

MKT Olivia Zugay: Stalk Smarter: Researching Comparable Authors to Create 
Better Content

Crystal E

LEG Ava Doppelt: Protect Your Rights Capital Ballroom

1 1:45 AM –12:15 PM Networking Break

Your badge is required for admission to all sessions, mixers, and meals. Schedules and room assignments are subject to change 
without notice. For detailed session descriptions go to: floridawriters.org/faculty-sessions

“We communicate to connect, to know community. 
Even though writing is a solitary act, when I sit with 
words that I trust will be read by someone, I know 

that I can never be truly alone.”
bell hooks

Remembered Rapture: The Writer at Work
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Saturday, October 24, 2026

Time Track Event Location

12:15 PM–1:30 PM Buffet Lunch Crystal CDE
Join us for lunch and a celebration of the amazing writers who make up 
our community! Hosted by Ginnye Cubel, FWA Executive Director & Lynn 
Van Meter, Conference Chair.

1:30–2:00 PM Networking Break

1:30–5:00 PM Check–in: Pick Up Your Badge
2:00–3:00 PM Sessions

PUB Jose Iriarte & Elle E. Ire: Traditional Publishing Options—How to Choose Crystal A/B
CRFT Jen Paquette: Point of View Pitfalls (and How to Avoid Them) Crystal C
CRFT Shutta Crum: Voice: Rarely Analyzed, But Critically Important Crystal D
MKT Valerie Willis: Book Covers Readers Click, Share, and Display Crystal E

MKT Olivia Zugay: Don't Launch to Crickets: Your First Two Years as an Author 
Roadmap

Capital Ballroom

3:00–3:15 PM Networking Break

3:15–4:15 PM Sessions

CRFT Jose Iriarte & Elle E. Ire: The Rules of Writing and When to Break Them Crystal A/B

MKT Heidi McIntyre: How to Use Paid Ads to Your Advantage as an Author Crystal C

AI Noel Zamot: Myths and Questions: An Open Workshop for the AI-Curious 
Writer

Crystal D

PUB Shutta Crum: One Stop Shop for Finding Publishers: Duotrope Crystal E

BUS Valerie Willis: Direct Sales for Authors in 2026 Capital Ballroom

4:15–5:30 PM Networking Break

5:30–6:30 PM Mixer, Complimentary Champagne Pour & Cash Bar Capital Ballroom

6:30–7:30 PM Plated Dinner & Cash Bar Crystal CDE

7:30–9:00 PM Shawn Welcome: Keynote Address Crystal CDE

Enjoy an evening of storytelling, connection, and belonging! This 
keynote event is a mixed media experience consisting of spoken word 
performances, film, and dialogue. 

9:00–10:00 PM Shawn Welcome: Merchandise Table Crystal Foyer

Your badge is required for admission to all sessions, mixers, and meals. Schedules and room assignments are subject to change 
without notice. For detailed session descriptions go to: floridawriters.org/faculty-sessions
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Sunday, October 25, 2026

Time Track Event Location

7:30–9:00 AM Breakfast Crystal CDE
9:00–9:15 AM Networking Break

9:15–11:30 AM Book Marketing Hot Seat Crystal CDE

What would a panel of publishers, marketers, and a successful author 
say about your marketing materials? Join us to see if your submission 
was selected for a live review! If time allows, panelists will also review 
materials or take questions from the audience.

11:30 AM–12:00 PM Farewell Address Crystal CDE
Your badge is required for admission to all sessions, mixers, and meals. Schedules and room assignments are subject to change 

without notice. For detailed session descriptions go to: floridawriters.org/faculty-sessions
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Your Post WritersCon PlanYour Post WritersCon Plan

1.	 What’s one idea you want to put into practice?

2.	 Who do you want to follow up with?

3.	 What is your next writing milestone?

4.	 What surprised you most about this weekend?
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5.	 What was your favorite workshop or session? Why? 

6.	 What resource, tool, or technique did you discover 
that you want to use? 

7.	 What was your favorite part of this weekend? How can 
you do more of that year-round?

8.	 What is one concrete thing you can do in the next 7 
days?
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